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The next meeting of the
Cincinnati Numismatic
Association will be held
at 7:00 p.m. on Friday,
June 29th after the Sha-
ronville Numismatic Ex-
position. The meeting

will be
in a private party room.
The restaurant is just
down the road from the
convention center. The
address is 11525 Chester
Road, Sharonville, OH
45246. The meeting room
doors will be open at
5:30, so you are welcome
to arrive early and have
dinner if you like, just

ask for the CNA group.
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Six Pretty Half Dollars, Six Gorgeous

Prices

By Mark Benvenuto

Collecting big silver is a great
deal of fun, and plenty of us
direct our energies in that
direction, building hand-
some collections of half
dollars and silver dol-
lars. For those of us
who have bounced
around a bit, but not
yet settled down to
one series or another,
hereds a won.
to get started, at least
when it comes to half dol-
l ar s: | et 0s
SiX.

ma k e

President Kennedy

Whether you like the Kennedy
design, or you think the image is a staid
and stiff one, we now have well over fifty
years of Kennedy half dollars from which
to choose 6 including what we might call
a half dollar made of gold! Proofs have
been made for all but a few of those years,
and routinely in large amounts. Many

are available in grades such as PF -68,
PF-69, or the grade that equals
technical perfection, the PF -
70. Plus, most of these
are quite affordable,
often costing no more
|\ than $20. Ifthere is
any difficulty in choos-
ing just one Kennedy
half for a collection,
itds findi
one in a grade you like,
and are satisfied with.

ng

set o f Dr.BenFranklin
Benjamin Frank-
lin was one of the few
well -educated peo-
ple in the colonies
who had earned
the title,
o0Doctor, ¢
was not a prac-
ticing physician.
He is also the
first person in a

2018 Meetings

Date Presenter Date Presenter
rh/’ra:cr; 9th Friday Colin Feitl August 10t Friday Open
April 2nd Monday! Ext. Show & Tell August 20tk Monday! Ext. Show & Tell
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June 29th Friday John Roberts November 9tt Friday Michael Sullivan
July 13th Friday Open  November 26tt Monday! Ext. Show & Tell
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very small group to have made it to
the obverse of a United States coin
without having been president (as
wedll assume
Lady Liberty i
count). And one of those coins, one
Franklin half dollar, can become an
easy addition to a growing type set
of fifty -cent pieces.

The Franklin half dollar
series stakes out an interesting spot
in the history of United States fifty -
cent pieces. It straddles the time
when proof coins were scarce, up to
the time when they became amaz-
ingly common. Adding just one
proof Franklin to a growing type set
will be far less expensive if we
choose one minted between 1957
and 1963. The earlier ones can be-
come costly.

A Walking Lady

The artistry of Mr. Adolph
A. Weinman has been praised, laud-
ed, and gawked at so much that it
has been reused
on the one-ounce
silver Eagles, and
now on a centen-
nial gold version
of the classic half. |
There are certain-
ly some rare or
scarce dates and
mint marks with-
in this series, but
there are some
common coins as well. The perfect
example? Just look at the 1942!
The mintage is huge; and a person
can land one even in some mint
state grade for a very reasonable
price. It should not be too hard to
find a very attractive example of
this half dollar at an equally attrac-
tive price.

Mr .

The entire series of
Barber coinage, from dime to
half dollar, is one with which
collectors seem to have a long -
term love -hate relationship.
Supposedly, when they came out
the image was said to be dull and

mo d e | s cemuryo
mages

boring, nothing that would ever
stand out. Yet collectors have been
eating these silver pieces up for a
served for

dondt quite )
When it comes to placing a

sharp -looking Barber half dollar

into a type set of fifty -cent pieces,
well, what is the most common of
the lot? Answer: the 1899, followed
closely by the 1908 -O. Both were
coined to the tune of over five mil-

Il ion pieces. By
lot of silver. And while they are not
as affordable as the three we have
just mentioned, those common dates
are hardly out of reach, either. A
decent mint state example should be
within most budgets.

Lady Liberty at Ease

The Seated Liberty half dollar se-
ries is both long as well as

filled with highs and
lows. Some years
the mintages
were so scant
we can be
excused for
wondering
why one par-
ticular Mint or
another even
bothered. Yet
when it comes to the
most common pieces, look to
either the 1854 -O or the 1877 -S.
Both of these have huge mintages,
and will never be considered rare,
probably until the proverbial end of
time.

As we build a type set of
fifty -cent pieces, the Seated Liberty
is the first where many of us will
have to step down from mint state

to find an example we

consider affordable.
s\ Of course, the

+X\ term implies dif-
ferent numbers
| to different col-
£/ lectors, but for
those of us who
dondt |
ing more than

$100 per purchase,

for example, it might be time to ex-
amine pieces in grades such as EF -
40 or VF-20. These can still have
some attractive details on them.

Wearing a Great Cha-
peau

Way back in
0t he good,
Mr. John Reich de-
cided that our na-

a nipnakigue o
liberty, which we
proclaim so proudly,
needed to be wearing
a hat. So he put one .
on her. I to
cy, gaudy head pieces that
fashion would dictate in more
recent times. Rather, it is what gets
called the freemani
us, supposedly worn by freed slaves
in the Roman Empire. But whatev-

~er the details of the hat might be,

%, we are interested in the details of
the price of one of these halves.

Once again, we
should look to the most com-
mon pieces among the
Capped Bust half dollars,

which means years such as
1826 and 1827. Believe it or

not, both of these dates are multi -
million coin years. And both of these
are coins that even the frugal collec-
tor might afford. That $100 we just
mentioned may once again land a
piece in one of the upper circulated
grades.

Beyond this start?

Going back to older halves
means going quickly to sky high
prices, so perhaps the direction to
take after assembling this sextet is
to see if we might want to dive into
one of them much
a tantalizing prospect we might ex-
plore in the future. As well, we
might look at the many modern and
classic commemorative halves that
have been issued, and see what is

kK e@ vsapielnadb_l e there
just that in a future article). But for
right now, | etds
ties.
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What do You Want on Your Tombstone?

Cheese and Pepperoni?
By David Golden

Have you ever seen coins
left at a gravesite? What is the rea-
son behind this? People have been
leaving mementos at graves since
ancient times. Just look at the
grand scale of the Pyra-
mids and their treasure
for example. There is a
broad variety of things
left at memorials for re-
cently deceased celebri-
ties too, but | just want
to focus on the numis-
matic angle as far as
these things go.

In Greek My-
thology the ferryman of
Hades, (Charon), re-
quired a payment to take

like the Jewish tradition, the coin or
coins are a visual reminder that
even in death the memory of the
deceased lives on. It can be seen as
a sign of respect to those who lost

the deceased across the

Styx and Acheron rivers to the
world of the dead. Greeks believe
that without the payment the dead
wandered the shores for a hundred
years. Greeks and Romans have
been known to place coins in the
mouth and in the hands of the re-
cently departed due to this belief. In
7th century B.C., coins were placed
on top of a tomb for afterlife use.

There is also an early Jew-
ish tradition to leave a stone, pebble
or coin at a grave to signify that
someone visited or still remembers
the life that has been lost. Flowers
were seen as ephemeral and pagan-
istic by Jewish people.

A popular trend in the
180086s, in several
was to place pennies on the de-
ceased eyelids, even though eyelids
rarely reopen once being shut after
death. Stateside, in large cemeter-
ies, (especially the Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery) there is a tradition
of leaving coins on military tomb-
stones and memorials. These coins
hold several layers of meaning to
those who leave them behind. Much

their life serving in the military. It
shows that their life had value and
is something worthy of commemora-
tion. During the Vietnam War era it
became common to leave coins for
fallen friends for beer and poker
games in the next life.

There is no standard tradi-
tion, but more the grave visitors
leaving something with significance,
whether it is obvious or something
private between them and the de-
ceased. So it does vary over the
years, even in the denominations of
coins, and according to the relation-
ship between the visitor and the
deceased as well. Roughly, this curi-
ous custom at military graves is as

feligws:g pean

A penny means
ceased or just visited to pay re-
spects.

nati ons

Q A quarter at the
family know you were with the fall-

en soldier when he died.

Q Challenge coins,

specific units or accom-
plishments, are also
sometimes left on the
headstones by fellow
comrades.

What happens
to the coins left on the
tops of gravestones? At
Arlington National
Cemetery coins left at
President John F. Ken-
nedyds Memor i
others, are collected as
donations to Cemetery
upkeep. President Wil-
liam H. Taft is also bur-
ied there. There are over 400,000
people buried at Arlington.

I'tés worth ment
there are several popular gravesites
that hold some interesting allure.
Andy War hol 6s gr ave
nia receives soup cans from visitors.
Canadian Prime Minister Lester B.
Pearson grave is adorned by maple
leaf pin and coins. In Philadelphia,
pennies are left at Benjamin Frank-
lin's grave in honor of his famous
sayings. Pennies are also left at Ed-
gar Al l en Poeds
This stems from a 19th -century act
of altruism when school children
saved pennies to buy him a proper
marker.

gr 4

The rituals of visiting

Y 0 UgralfeR & Wst oV BnesthRdleaving

mementos is an expression of re-
spect in times of mourning and it

y oqjttesvgaépg k inthiatoryb'lgp%vtalue

Q A nickel means f ) )

camp together. of a coin in this spiritual sense is
very powerful.

Q A di me means you served to%eth-

er. Works cited: Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery website, The Wash-
ington Post 11 -10-17 and Wikipedia.
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Nerdy Notes

Slovenia 1997 50 Tolarjev

By Kirsten Lynch

Baron Jurij Bartolomej Vega
(March 23, 1754 & September 26,
1802) was a Slovene mathematician,
physicist and artillery officer and is
shown on the front of this Nerdy
Note. His major work was Thesau-
rus Logarithmorum Completus
(Treasury of all Logarithms) which
was first published 1794 in Leipzig.
The 90th edition of the Thesaurus
Logarithmorum Completus was pub-
lished in 1924. Vega's logarithmic
tables, with logarithms to 10 deci-
mal places, were found in the Muse-
um of Carl Friedrich Gauss in Got-
tingen. Gauss
qguently and found some of Vega's
errors in the calculations of the
range of numbers, of which there are
more than a million.

On August 20, 1789 Vega
achieved a world record when he
calculated pi to 140 places. Vega
retained his record for 52 years until
1841, and his method is mentioned
still today.

Also shown on the front of
the note are mathematical designs
that represent the logarithms that
Vega calculated.

The back of the note shows a
representation of the solar system as
Vega was also known to do work in
astronomy.
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Central States Convention Report

By Isaiah Hageman

The Central States Numis-
matic Society coin convention, held
on the last week in April 2018, was a
huge success. Collectors and dealers
from all over the United States
flocked to Schaumberg, lllinois for a
few days.

The coin convention was
held at the Renaissance Schaum-
berg hotel and convention center, as
it has been for the past few years.
The Central States Numismatic
Society rented out a room block, as
they always do.

Admission prices for the pub-
lic were $5.00 per day, or $10.00 for a
three -day pass. The three -day pass
was valid for Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday. The public could also pur-
chase an Early Bird badge for
$125.00, which allowed them to enter
the show on Wednesday, when deal-




